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The project
During a program of sewer relining works, 
Interflow encountered access challenges when 
a portion of pipeline was found to be located 
under a busy rail yard. Determined to solve 
our customer’s problem, Interflow adopted 
innovative remote-controlled technology to line 
and restore the challenging section of pipeline.

Barwon Water, Victoria’s largest regional urban water 
corporation, provides services to more than half a 
million residents during peak holiday periods. Interflow 
was engaged by Barwon Water to undertake their 
Major Sewer Relining works, rehabilitating 7.8km of 
gravity main over the course of the program.

Lining works were performed using Interflow’s patented 
Expanda solution, a full-bore spiral-wound liner that 
restores the structural integrity and reliability of ageing 
pipelines. CCTV inspections were performed before and 
after lining to plan and inspect the quality of works.

Under the rehabilitation program, Interflow needed to 
reline a 237m section of pipeline that ran under a busy 
rail yard. A vital access chamber was buried under 
live tracks, and disrupting rail services to access the 
chamber was not an option. 

Thinking outside the box, the local crew identified a 
Remote Point Expansion kit in stores at Interflow’s 
Sydney headquarters. The innovative machine performed 
task of sealing and securing the liner at the access 
chamber junction without man-entry into the chamber.

By embracing bespoke technology, the delivery 
team successfully relined the challenging section of 
pipeline, restoring it to optimum structural integrity 
and performance. This is one of many important 
sewer assets relined and restored under the program, 
supporting Barwon Water in their delivery of safe, reliable 
wastewater services to their community.

Remote control 
robots overcome 

complex access 
challenges

32



The challenge
While Interflow’s patented Expanda technology provided Barwon 
Water with a robust and reliable rehabilitation solution, delivering 
the lining program was not without its challenges. 

A 237m section of DN450 pipe was located under a rail yard 
housing Victoria’s V-Line rail fleet. The access chamber was buried 
under live tracks along the rail corridor, inhibiting the team’s access 
to the sewer assets. Exposing the access chamber would have 
caused major disruptions to the regional rail service for several 
weeks while works took place.

Adding to the challenge, the alternate access point was over 80 
metres downstream, and a sharp bend at chamber site prevented 
the crew from simply lining through the chamber.

The solution
Taking the challenge in their stride, the team worked to find a 
trenchless lining solution for the difficult section of sewer.

Unable to enter the access chamber, the crew needed an alternate 
way to seal and render the ends of the liner to the host pipe. 
Interflow’s Sydney team was in possession of a Remote Point 
Expansion kit that could connect to the robotic pipe cutter and 
traverse the pipe, following the Expanda liner and securing it at the 
buried access chamber.  

Using this innovative technology, Interflow installed two DN450 
liners through the access chamber in a single day, restoring the 
section of sewer main to its peak performance.

Reliable and robust wastewater 
systems are critical to the health and 
hygiene of our communities. 

When faced with access restrictions 
during a major sewer lining program, 
Interflow rose to the challenge 
and identified a bespoke, remote-
controlled solution that could take 
perform the works without the need 
for man-entry.

By harnessing this innovative 
technology, the delivery team was 
able to restore an ageing section 
of pipeline without disruption to 
Victoria’s regional rail network.
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How  
we help
Our 4 Waters

For more information about  
the services we provide

Phone: 1800 251 240 (Free Call Australia) 
Email: mail@interflow.com.au 
Fax: +61 2 9636 5475

Corporate office

Sydney (NSW) 
254 Toongabbie Road, Girraween,  
NSW 2145, Australia

Phone: +61 2 9631 2444 
Fax: +61 2 9636 5475

www.interflow.com.au

New Zealand office

Auckland (New Zealand) 
18 Anvil Rd, Silverdale 0932 
PO Box 221, Silverdale 0944

Phone: +64 9 443 7209

Creating the Future of Water
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